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VITAL NOTES 


Vital Notes on Medical Periodicals; Five Year Cumulative In- 
dex, 1952-1957. Compiled and edited by William K. Beatty: 
and Virginia L. Beatty. A publication of the Periodicals 
and Serials Committee of the Medical Library Association. 
Columbia, Missouri, 1958. 139 p. 








’ As the editor points out, this index to the first five 
years of the quarterly Vital Notes is meant to serve also as 
an independent bibliography. This it should do very well, 
as each of the approximately 3,500 titles is given in full, 
together with (in most cases) place, frequency, and begin- 
ning date, or date of earliest reported issue. After each 
item there is an issue and page reference to the quarterly, 
to which one must turn for such additional data as issuing 
institution and address, contributing library, and (in the 
few cases where it is given) price. Vital Notes includes 
only those titles which began publication in 1950 or later. 
We make the observation that many of the titles included in 
the work, while they are undoubtedly serials, cannot strict- 
ly be described as periodicals. On this basis, the conclu- 
sion that 700 new medical periodicals are appearing annually 
would not be warranted. (Why doesn't someone make a study 

maof this problem?) The Index (and Vital Notes itself) serves 

malso as a valuable source of information on changes; it re- 
meports 400 periodicals which changed title, 65 which super- 
sede former publications, 60 which ceased. A few mergers and 
suspensions are also cited. The necessary approaches to the 
mechanges are provided by cross references. The list is not 

Mertestricted by geographic origin, and about 75 countries are 
epresented; about one-third is of U. S. origin. The subject 
scope of Vital Notes, broadly medical, coincides essentially 
ith that of NLM, including, however, a few items in veter- 
unary medicine and in general science or technology not con- 
Bidered pertinent here. (Two curious inclusions are Indian 

iryman and Indian Farming.) As a union list, Vital Notes 
of course draws heavily on the National Library of Med: Medicine; 
in turn picks up numerous prospects among the titles 
ontributed by other libraries. 
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———————————————————————— 
VIENNA AND GENEVA, 19 SEPTEMBER - 10 OCTOBER 


: . Twenty-four hours after leaving my home in Kep- 
sington, I had arrived at my hotel in Vienna. . . The UNESCO 
Symposium on National Libraries in Europe had already been 
in session for two weeks, and was about to enter its third 
and final week. All the national libraries of the European 
UNESCO member states were represented except Spain, Albania 
and Greece. Dr. L. Quincy Mumford, Librarian of Congress, 
acted as United States observer during the first two weeks, 
and I served in this capacity during the last week. . . The 


meetings were held in the Albertina section of the Austrian | 


National Library, whose Director, Dr. Josef Stummvoll, was 
responsible for the efficient and pleasant working arrange- 
ments of the meeting. . . For the first two weeks the grow 
had been divided into three working parties under the chair- 


manship of F. C. Francis (United Kingdom), M. Ruppel (Yugo- 


slavia), and P. Bourgeois (Switzerland); the working parties 
discussed the organization of national libraries, the bibli- 


ographical activities of national libraries, and national ; 


libraries and interlibrary cooperation. During the final 
week the entire group came together under the general chair- 
manship of Dr. Bourgeois to discuss in concert’ the findings 
and recommendations in the three areas. . . I found oppor- 
tunities to visit the marvelous baroque reading room of the 
Austrian National Library, and to see some of its wonderful 
collection of illuminated manuscripts; to visit the Univer- 
sity of Vienna Library; to attend a performance of an Oscar 


Strauss operetta at the Volksoper; to become acquainted with ’ 


the aims and operations of the American Medical Society of 
Vienna; to stroll down Berggasse to Number 19 where Freud 
had lived. . . I found the opportunities afforded for talk- 
ing with the various national librarians most stimulating, 


and the famous charm of the city came up to all my expecta- | 


tions. 

‘ . On Sunday, 28 September, I was briefly in Zurich, 
where I had the pleasure of seeing Dr. Erwin H. Ackerknecht, 
formerly Professor of the History of Medicine at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, and now holding the same position at the 
University of Zurich. 

. On 29 September I began my task of making a sur- 
vey of the reference activities of the World Health Organi- 
zation headquarters, at the invitation of the Director-Gen- 


eral, Dr. M. G. Candau. I spent the days roving from one 
headquarters section to another, and most of the nights ten- 
tatively setting down my findings and impressions. . . Sun 


day, 5 October, was spent with the WHO Librarian, Mr. H. A. 
Izant, and his family on a very memorable jaunt through the 
Haut Savoie Department of France surrounding Geneva. 
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. At last the various fragments of the survey began 
to fit into place; I made my oral report on 8 October; the 
written summary was signed and delivered the next day, and 
I left that afternoon via London, Shannon, and Gander for 
home. . . I had learned a good deal, and had a very enjoy- 
able trip; I was glad to be back and turn my attention again 
to some urgent problems on this side. [FBR] 


BOARD OF REGENTS 


The Board of Regents of the National Library of Medi- 
cine will hold a meeting at the Library on November 7 to re- 
view the status of current projects and to consider certain 
matters of policy. 

With the retirement of Surgeon General Dan C. Ogle of 
the Air Force on November 30, Major General Oliver K. Niess 
will become the Air Force representative on the Board of Re- 
gents. 


BUILDING PLANS 


The Library's architects, O'Connor and Kilham, delivered 
third stage plans to the Public Buildings Service on October 
27. Final working drawings are due on December 19. 


CONFERENCE ON SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION 


The International Conference on Scientific Information, 
sponsored by the National Science Foundation, the National 
Academy of Sciences-National Research Council, and the Amer- 
ican Documentation Institute, will be held at the Mayflower 
Hotel in Washington, November 16-21, 1958. The Conference 
has been in preparation for three years, first under the 
general chairmanship of the late Dr. Alberto F. Thompson and 
then of Dr. Wallace W. Atwood, Jr. The Program Committee 
Chairman is Mr. Charles I. Campbell. Just issued is an im- 
pressive volume of preprints of papers for the Conference 
(4 inches thick, weighing 6 pounds; 75 papers, 1,400 pages). 
The field of medical librarianship is represented by a paper 
by Dr. Estelle Brodman and Mr. Seymour I. Taine, “Current 
Medical Literature: A Quantitative Survey of Articles and 
Journals." 


RUSSIAN MEDICAL DICTIONARY 


The Russian-English Medical Dictionary compiled by Stan- 
ley Jablonski of the National Library of Medicine staff is 
now off the press. It is available, at $11, from Academic 
Press, Inc., 111 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, New York. 
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INDEX RESEARCH PROJECT 


An informal Advisory Committee has been established tg 
consult with Library officials on the project to study meth 
ods of improving bibliographic services through the use of 
mechanical equipment, which is supported by a grant from the 
Council on Library Resources, Inc. The Committee memberg 
are: Howard R. Ball, Henry J. Dubester, Sanford V. Larkey, 
John K. Vance, and I. A. Warheit. They met with Mr. Miller, 
Dr. Rogers, and Mr. Taine on October 21; a second meeting 
has been scheduled for December 12. 


UNITED GIVERS FUND CAMPAIGN 


In the annual campaign for funds to support community 
projects in social welfare and assistance to the handicapped 
the National Library of Medicine was the first organizations 
al unit of the Public Health Service to exceed its quota and 
among the first to conclude the campaign ahead of schedule, 
In recognition of this achievement a citation was presented 
to the employees of the Library by the Surgeon General of 
the Public Health Service. 


The Library's employees in the History of Medicine Di- 
vision contribute to a similar fund in Cleveland and have 
consistently exceeded their quotas. 


REGIONAL MEETING OF MEDICAL LIBRARIANS 


The sixth annual meeting of the Washington, D. C. Area 
Medical Library Group was held at the University of Virginia 
in Charlottesville on October 18, 1958. Mr. Samuel Lazerow 
of the National Library of Medicine presided. The morning 
session consisted of a panel discussion on "The New Loan 
Policy of the National Library of Medicine from the Borrow 
er's Point of View." Mr. Scott Adams of the National Insti- 
tutes of Health was the moderator; panel members were Misés 
Elizabeth Adkins (University of Virginia Medical School)j 
Miss J. Marie Harvin (National Library of Medicine); Miss 
Muriel R. McKenna (Veterans Administration); Miss Elizabeth 
Sturdevant (Walter Reed Army Hospital). The afternoon ses 
sion included the election of the Steering Committee for the 
1959 meeting and a talk by Dr. Frank B. Rogers on his recent 
European trip, followed by a visit to Monticello. 
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